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possible selves theory

This study set out to examine the change in student teachers® future self
images as English teachers, in particular, those as users of communicative language teaching. Data
were collected from three participants for four years, who were initially preservice teachers in a
university teacher training course but then became secondary English teachers. The collected data
were analyzed qualitatively drawling mainly from narrative inguiry within the theoretical framework
of possible selves theory. One of the most crucial findings of this study was that while these three

ﬁarticipants all faced the need to modify their ideal English teacher selves, they all maintained
the core of their ideal selves and started to feel the need for further learning in order to pursue
their future goals. This finding along with others offers implications for relevant parties who
collectively aim to help realize the ongoing MEXT curriculum reform toward more communicatively

oriented English teaching.
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narrative inquiry (Riessman, 1993,
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