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Historical research on the influence on the relations among western countries
before the 19th century given by strategic material of wood ash
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The research proves the hypothesis that British Empire established
hegemony in 18th ,19th century because she monopolized saltpeter from British India and wood ash
from North America. Nitrate potassium in saltpeter, which is a main material of black powder, is
produced by AKUNI, which is the chemical process of potassium from wood ash and nitric acid from
saltpeter. In fact, nitrate potassium is produced in British India without wood ash from North
America. Though the original hypothesis was wrong, another research question comes out. Where was
large amount of wood ash made in British India? AKUNI needs a lot of wood for boiling water and
manufacturing of nitrate acid.

In 19th century, saltpeter contains mainly sodium nitrate was found in Chile, it was used for black
powder instead of nitrate acid. Sodium acid, more deliquescent than nitrate acid, is not good for
black powder. DuPont invented the technology of coating sodium nitrate by graphite to kill
deliquescency.
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