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(Abstract)

Agenda for policy of ensuring employment of older persons in Korea

— By comparison with policy in Japan —

Korea is rushing to the aged society with the quickest speed in the world.
Although The Aged Employment Promotion Act] was enacted in 1991 and a
legal efforts of obligation that retirement should be 60 or over was specified, it
was from 2002 that the administrative guidance other than subsidy started. The
average retirement age of firms with 300 employees or over has stagnated at
about 57, while effective labor force exit age is about 70, and it results in long-
term insecurity of employment in Korea.

On the other hand, Japan, in early 1960s, started unemployment measure for
the middle-aged and older persons, and from mid-1970s it consistently promoted
policy of ensuring employment until 65 based on mandatory retirement age of 60
or older, and by revision of [The Law for the Stabilization of Employment of
Older Persons] in 2012 all employees who wish to work will be guaranteed
employment, from 2013, until 65 years old.

This study analyzes the developmental process of policy in Japan for ensuring

employment of older persons under the time classification considering the role of
a job-skills development policy as a cut end, and based on it, along with general
survey on policy in Korea, it provides agenda regarding policy of ensuring
employment of older persons in Korea in the future, as ;
(DTo plan the long-term vision toward aged society, @To consider policy by age
group which includes 65 or over, and in the long run to consider abolition of
mandatory retirement system, @To expand the administrative guidance against
firms from those with presently 300 employees or over to 51 employees or over,
@To increase job-skills development programs specialized in older people, B&To
reexamine the existing subsidy, and to expand the reemployment 2 program of
the wage-peak system which hits the Employment Continuation Benefit for the
Aged (ECB) in Japan, ®To transfer workplace program for older persons to
private sector, and to unify the governance system of policy for employment of
older persons.

Key words : policy of ensuring employment of older persons, aged society,
mandatory retirement system, job-skills development programs,
wage-peak system
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