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2 Nature and extent of education studies

2.1 Education studies has evolved from its origins in teacher education to a subject in
its own right. The academic community has constructed the subject in a variety of forms and
any course is a selection from a wide array of content and methods.

2.2 Essentially, education studies is concerned with understanding how people develop
and learn throughout their lives, and the nature of knowledge and critical engagement with
ways of knowing and understanding. It offers intellectually rigorous analysis of educational
processes, systems and approaches, and their cultural, societal, technological, political,
historical and economic contexts. Many courses include the study of broader perspectives
such as international education, economic relationships, the effects of globalisation and the
role of education in human rights and ecological issues. They all include critique of current
policies and practice and challenge assumptions.

2.3 There are differing theoretical models for education studies. It may be seen as a
'subject’ defined by its curriculum content and drawing selectively upon the methods of the
contributory areas of psychology, sociology, philosophy, history and economics. It may also
be regarded as a 'discipline’ with its own academic community, its own distinctive discourse
and methods of enquiry.

2.4 Graduates are able to participate in and contest changing discourses, exemplified
by reference to debate about values, personal and social engagement, and how these relate
to communities and societies. Students have opportunities to develop their critical
capabilities through the selection, analysis and synthesis of relevant perspectives, and to be
able to justify different positions on educational matters.

2.5 An education studies course provides the knowledge, understanding and critical
analysis to inform current and future professionals. This may be achieved through learning in
the workplace. The subject offers individuals a strong basis for a wide range of further
education, training and employment opportunities.

2.6 This Subject Benchmark Statement has been constructed under a number of
strands that reflect the nature of education studies. These are:

. knowledge and understanding

° application

o reflection

. transferable skills.

2.7 While it can be helpful to specify these as discrete strands for the purposes of

discussion, planning and assessment, it is also important to recognise that they exist as a
single unity. The connection between these strands is therefore of particular significance as
it encourages an appropriate development of integrated theories and practices within
education studies. The 'transferable skills' are generally derived from the other three strands.
These are used as the basis of the organisation of the benchmark standards in Section 7.
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3 The subject in context

3.1 Like many subjects, education studies is in a constant state of change and
development, and this Statement is set in time and place.

3.2 Education studies provides an academic study of formal and informal contexts of
education as well as a framework for understanding some aspects of human and social
development. These contexts and phases encompass a diverse range of groups within
educational settings, such as administration, post-16 learning, children's services,
community development, and personal and professional development.

3.3 Once the purpose of a course in education studies is determined, the specific
knowledge, skills, understandings and attitudes which students develop may be identified.
The particular content and focus of any given course varies according to the stated aims and
rationale, but is demonstrably appropriate to the needs of the target group.

3.4 Education studies is a distinctive subject in its own right as well as a partner in a
number of subject combinations within joint honours courses. Thus, students combine
education studies with sports science, English, drama, religious studies, geography and
similar subjects.

3.5 Education studies may be of value to students who wish to understand their own
development as reflective lifelong learners. It is seen as a very useful area of study for
students planning careers that involve a range of roles in relation to learning, whatever the
context. These include supporting and leading the learning of others, for example, as a
mentor or coach.
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4.1

Defining principles
All courses in education studies:

draw on a wide range of intellectual resources, theoretical and ethical perspectives
and academic subjects to illuminate understanding of education and the contexts
within which it takes place

provide students with a broad and balanced knowledge and understanding of the
principal features of education in a wide range of contexts

encourage students to engage with fundamental questions concerning the aims,
values and outcomes of education and its relationship to society

provide opportunities for students to appreciate the problematic nature of
educational theory, policy and practice

encourage the interrogation of learning and educational processes in a wide variety
of contexts

develop in students the ability to construct and sustain a reasoned argument about
educational issues in a clear, lucid and coherent manner

promote a range of qualities in students, including intellectual independence and
critical engagement with evidence.
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