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Lynda Taylor (Senior Lecturer in Language

Assessment, at the Centre for Research in English Language Learning
and Assessment (CRELLA), University of Bedfordshire, and Consultant
to Cambridge English Language Assessment)

THE INTERFACE OF LANGUAGE TESTING AND ASSESS-
MENT WITH EDUCATION AND SOCIETY: SOME PERSPEC-
TIVES ON THE PAST, THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE

Language testing and assessment have always played an
important role in the world of foreign language education,
and, by extension, within society more broadly (e.g. in
business, in foreign policy, etc). There is little doubt, however,
that the role of language testing and assessment has changed
over time and that it continues to evolve as educational
contexts and priorities change and as the function of language
in wider society changes in an increasingly globalised world.
The last 20 years have witnessed an unprecedented rate of
change with the advent of new technologies, e.g. the internet,
tablets, smart phones, all of which enable new and exciting
ways for people and organisations to connect and communi-
cate with one another across continents and cultures.

This presentation will consider the nature of some of the
changes that have taken place in the field of language testing
and assessment over the past two decades and the likely direc-
tion of travel for the future. We shall begin by tracing the devel-
opment of language tests from their classical role as a means of
certificating mastery in a foreign language to their more recent
role as a means of promoting and supporting the progression
of language teaching and learning in school, college or univer-
sity contexts. We shall consider how language testing and
assessment is sometimes viewed as a lever for change within
an educational system, e.g. to support a curriculum reform
process, or as a measure for professional accountability
purposes, and whether such expectations are reasonable. The
professionalization of the language testing field and the
growth of ethics in language assessment will be briefly
discussed, with its focus on social responsibility as well as
technical excellence. We shall explore some recent innova-
tions in language testing and assessment which have been
prompted by contemporary phenomena such as economic
globalisation, pedagogical developments and new technolo-
gies, and what implications these have for the use of language
tests both in the classroom and in wider society. Finally, we
shall consider how current trends in language testing and
assessment might indicate the direction of travel and priorities
for the future in both education and wider society.

The presentation will draw upon language tests and testing
practices from different parts of the world, including Japan, to
exemplify some of the issues being considered.
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